
 

 

Considering that I moved to Savannah just less than a year ago, I was surprised at how quickly I 
felt myself forge a deep connection to the city and its people and developed a desire to see 
both thrive. After all, I’ve lived in other cities for far longer that I never felt the same type of 
connection to that I have for Savannah. I think that this connection can largely be credited to 
the passionate citizens that I have had the pleasure to be taught by, become friends with, and 
work alongside this past year. In a myriad of ways, they have taught me the history and culture 
of Savannah and its people and instilled in me the importance of its architecture in the fabric of 
the city identity.  

My internship this summer working on the 
Savannah Blight Project deepened this 
connection even further, inspiring me to look at 
parts of the city that are largely overlooked, and 
consider the value that they contribute to the 
city and its residents. Savannah currently has a 
high number of VAD (vacant, abandoned, and 
disinvested) properties that the city would like 
to reinvest in to provide more housing and raise 
the quality of life for surrounding residents.  

Working with the Senior Planner of the Housing and Neighborhood Services Department of 
Savannah, I was able to help develop a survey to be taken by residents of blocks with these VAD 
properties on them through an app called Regrid. The purpose of the survey is to garner 
community input and look for the personal neighborhood perceptions that residents have 
about where they live. By asking positively framed questions about public safety, environment 
and health, recreation and open spaces, community and cultural assets, housing mix, 
transportation and mobility, infrastructure and utilities, and economic development, we hope 
to learn what they consider to be the positive qualities of their blocks, as well as the areas 
where they would most like to see improvement. 

I’m incredibly grateful to the Smart Community Corps program for giving me the opportunity to 
be a part of a project that was actively working to make my city better. I look forward to seeing 
how this survey continues to be used to gather the voices and opinions of Savannah’s citizens 
and become an effective tool for change. 

-Bethany Laskin, SCAD  

Location of properties surveyed this summer and their rating. 


