
 

 

Working as an intern for Clayton County was amazing. I found it to be a great learning experience and 
motivational for my future career. Although it was a bit weird doing everything virtually, my team and I 
still found a way to implement our project plan for the community. The objective of our SMART 
Pedestrian Planning Project was to help contribute and assist in the environmental changes for Clayton 
County. A plan was executed to enhance the quality of the county sidewalks. Doing so would not only 
promote walkability, but by promoting walkability you would also decrease the rates of obesity and 
physical inactivity. In order to go through with this plan, communication was very essential, not with just 
our research and project team, but also with the community involved. 

Throughout this internship I really understood how important it is to gain 
feedback from the people you are trying to assist or aid. Receiving 
valuable comments, input, and opinions from the community will then 
provide insight on what is needed and what can be done to promote this 
change. A community event day was held on July 22nd to accomplish such 
a goal and was a complete success. To inform the public about this event, 
a flyer was made and posted all around the community. During the event, 
activities were held for the public to participate in and enjoy and surveys 
were given and filled out discussing the recent changes that were made 
to the sidewalk and how the people may feel towards them. For the past 
couple of months, data was also collected discussing the number of 
problems that were found around the sidewalks that needed 
improvements. 

Aside from the communication strategies used, and the data gathering and analysis, I really enjoyed my 
time working for this project. Not only did I gain experience and learn new networking and 
communication skills, but my team and supervisors were all filled with passion and determination to 
accomplish the goal that was set in mind. This made me want to do my very best, and then use what I 
learned to see if I could do better than what I did before. I really do appreciate this opportunity, and I 
hope to use this experience as fuel to drive towards my future career and dream as an architectural 
engineer.  

-Dmitri Finch, Morehouse College 


