Smart Community Corps Summer 21
The Smart Community Corps (SCC) is the first
statewide program of its kind for civic-minded
students to gain hands on smart city experience.
Generously funded by Microsoft, the SCC is a joint
collaboration with the Georgia Tech Career
Center, Serve-Learn Sustain, and Student
Government Association. Through this partnership,
interns participate in weekly programming and
educational seminars that introduce students to
theories of grassroots sustainability/innovation, as
well as career development, writing, and mentorship.
This year, using a "pair mode," Georgia Tech students
are collaborating with students from other Georgia
colleges and universities. The 2021 cohort of interns is
comprised of students from Georgia Tech, Morehouse
College, SCAD, and Valdosta State University. The
interns are working on projects from the Georgia
Smart Communities Challenge, an award-winning
program that encourages local communities across
the state to develop, test, and implement new
practices that contribute to a smarter and more
sustainable future.

Xiaofan

LIANG

PROJECT

City of Savannah - Savannah
Blight, Civic Data Science for
Equitable Development

WHY SCC?

I am able to apply research
skills to solve real-life
challenges with civic-minded
planning staff and make an
impact on the government
decision-making process with
my work.

SECOND YEAR PHD
Georgia Tech
School of City and
Regional Planning

WHAT YOU
HOPE TO
ACCOMPLISH

I would like my project to not
only be rigorous in research
but also be supportive of the
local government's actual
needs and easy to integrate
into the local government's
current decision-making
process.

Spencer

HUANG

PROJECT
Socially Aware Mobility Lab On Demand Multimodal
Transportation Project

WHY SCC?
For my career path I want to focus
on giving back to my communities.
I personally find joy and fulfillment
in helping provide people with
systems and infrastructure to
improve their communities. SCC
gives me the opportunity to do just
that.

FOURTH YEAR
Georgia Tech
College of Computing
Computer Science
w/minor in Psychology

WHAT YOU
HOPE TO
ACCOMPLISH
I hope to help build a successful
pilot program for the ODMT
project. The lab I am working with
is planning to roll out in September.
I also hope to connect with experts
in community engagement,
economic development, urban
planning, and other fields that
interest me.

Bethany

LASKIN

PROJECT

City of Savannah - Savannah
Blight, Civic Data Science for
Equitable Development

WHY SCC?

I wanted to be a part of a project that
was actively working to make my city
better. In one of my courses at SCAD, I
studied the deterioration of
neighborhoods and how low-income
neighborhoods, primarily those
inhabited by racial minorities, tend to
be overlooked by city management and
allowed to slip into decline. I'm excited
that my project with the City of
Savannah is actively evaluating city
blocks with blighted properties and
using data analysis tools to guide how
to reduce the number of blighted
properties and improve the quality of
Savannah neighborhoods for its
residents.

GRADUATE
STUDENT
Savannah College of
Art & Design
School of Building
Arts

WHAT YOU
HOPE TO
ACCOMPLISH

I'm hoping to learn more about data
analysis, GIS mapping, and
neighborhood planning, which will
help to form plans to improve
blighted properties in Savannah.

Dmitri

FINCH

PROJECT

Clayton County -

Smart Pedestrian Planning

WHY SCC?

I wanted more experience on how
to contribute and benefit a
struggling community. SCC
provides the type of experience I
will need in a future career and as
I gain this knowledge and
expertise from others who study
and develop plans to overcome
such problems in a community, I
will be more prepared for what’s
to come.

THIRD YEAR
Morehouse College
School of Engineering
Dual Engineering
w/specialization in
Architectural
Engineering

WHAT YOU
HOPE TO
ACCOMPLISH

I want to successfully help
prepare a bulletproof plan that
will not only fix the current
problem but also encourage
lifelong benefits for the people
who live within Clayton County.
I also hope to make strong
connections with people that
share my interests and can help
me prepare for my future.

David

YOO

PROJECT

City of Valdosta - A Traffic
Monitoring and Communication
System to Improve Safety,
Connectivity, and Efficiency

WHY SCC?

I wanted to learn more about
Data Science through this
project. Also, I strongly believed
that this project provides me with
the opportunity to experience
real-world issues and extend my
knowledge beyond the classroom.
As I am transferring to Georgia
Tech, I believe this is a good
opportunity for me to work in
this project.

SECOND YEAR
Valdosta State
University
Engineering Studies

WHAT YOU
HOPE TO
ACCOMPLISH
I am assigned to three categories
of this project, animation
analysis, using a 3D printer for
efficient analysis of pedestrian
cross walks, and learn GIS to
analyze coordinates of the areas
where accidents occur frequently.
I am responsible for these tasks
and to do my best to have a
qualitative result.

Jun

PROJECT

Clayton County - Smart
Pedestrian Planning Project

WANG
WHY SCC?

Gaining practical experience and
enjoy the opportunity working
with local communities. It is
really important for me, who is
studying urbansim and
transportation to learn about
what the communities really
need and want. This kind of
grassroots engagement
opportunity is hard to find on
campus. Smart Community
Corps provides the platform for
me to actually work with locals.

PHD STUDENT
Georgia Tech
School of
Architecture
Urbanism Track

WHAT YOU
HOPE TO
ACCOMPLISH
I want to learn more about
practical community
engagement techniques and
hope we help the community
be successful in the end.

Xuanhui

SHAO

PROJECT
Socially Aware Mobility Lab
- On Demoand Multimodal
Transportation Project

WHY SCC?
The reason I want to be
part of the Smart
Community Crops is to
have the opportunity to
learn and gain
experience.

SENIOR
Georgia Tech
College of Design
Industrial Design

WHAT YOU
HOPE TO
ACCOMPLISH
I'm hoping for the
opportunity to exhibit
and improve my skills
and contribute to this
exciting project.

Ian

FRAZER

PROJECT
Sandy Springs - Streamlining
Suburban Transit

WHY SCC?
I wanted to be part of the
Smart Community Corps to
gain access to Georgia
Tech’s valuable resources for
professional experiences and
networking. The projects are
also very intriguing and take
place in real-world
situations.

MASTER'S
GRADUATE
Georgia Tech
School of Public
Policy
Master's of Science
in Public Policy

WHAT YOU
HOPE TO
ACCOMPLISH
I hope to gain
important professional
connections and on-thejob experience.

Heung Jin
OH

PROJECT
City of Valodsta - Traffic
Monitoring and
Communication System
to Improve Safety,
Connectivity, and
Efficiency

WHY SCC?
To contribute to the
project for the safety and
convenience of citizens
and smart cities.

SECOND YEAR
PHD
Georgia Tech
School of Building
Construction

WHAT YOU
HOPE TO
ACCOMPLISH
Learning that academics,
governments, and
companies work together
to carry out projects well.

Cinamon

WHITE

PROJECT

Socially Aware Mobility Lab
Project

WHY SCC?

I am eager to learn and contribute,
all while making a difference! The
Internship with Georgia Tech and
the Partnership for Inclusive
Innovation aligned with my
experience with technology
creates an opportunity to share
and enhance!

WHAT YOU
HOPE TO
ACCOMPLISH

GRADUATE
STUDENT
Morehouse College
Full Stack Web
Development

Hoping to work towards Sustainable
Development Goals© and alongside
like-minded individuals, with the
"blueprint to achieve a better and
more sustainable future for all."
Current task: To use react-native
coding language to create the
functionality for origin and
destination. This is to be used in the
ODTMS (On-Demand Multimodal
Transit Systems) app. Also, I’m
updating CSS code for user
experience.

Nicholas

WILBORN

PROJECT
Sandy Springs - Streamlining
Suburban Transit

WHY SCC?
This is a great opportunity
to get hands on experience
and network with people
from different backgrounds.

SENIOR
Morehouse College
College of Science
Psychology

WHAT YOU
HOPE TO
ACCOMPLISH
I hope I am able to take what
I have learned about this
community project and apply
it to the work I do later on.

